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Socialist dogma. Karl Marx, more than half a century
ago, pointed out the "fundamental antagonism" be-
tween capitalism and socialism and maintained that a
recourse to arms would ultimately be necessary to de-
termine which of the two should inherit the earth.
Lenin, the first to attempt to test Marxism as a system
governing an entire country, warned his followers
shortly after the Bolshevist revolution in Russia that
"the existence of the Soviet Republic side by side with
imperialist governments for any considerable length of
time is unthinkable" and that a war between Com-
munist Russia and capitalist Europe is inevitable.
Stalin expressed the conflict even more bluntly at a
recent party convention in Moscow. "There are
people," he said, "who think that it is possible for us
to conduct a revolutionary foreign policy and have the
bourgeoisie of Western Europe kiss our hand for it.
Such people can have nothing in common with our
party.... We are doing something in the Soviet Union
the success of which will turn the world upside down.
Our continued existence revolutionizes the working
classes of other countries."
The Kremlin leaders do not believe that the present
world-wide depression is something that will cure itself,
as was the case with industrial crises and panics in the
past. They regard the present economic disorganization
as evidence of the collapse of capitalism as a social
system. They predict that from the economic crisis
everywhere there will evolve a political crisis, a "sharp-